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1. Rebbe Nechemiah: n19aw niax 1an

Tannaim debate why the nxvn 1'ww of Rosh Chodesh was burned on the day that Aharon and his sons became
DIX upon the deaths of 211 and In'ax. Rebbe Nechemiah says: niow niaan 1an — they burned it because of aninus
(i.e., because they were not permitted to eat it). The pesukim hint to an exchange between Moshe and Aharon
about why the wTIN WX 1w was burned: After Moshe asked if the blood was brought into the 72'n, or if the meat
left the M1 (disqualifying it), and Aharon denied both, Moshe asked if the korban was sacrificed in a state of niaax.
Aharon replied: 'mxpn 1ax 12Mpn 0N 11— Did they (my sons) sacrifice it? | sacrificed it! As a Kohen Gadol, his avodah
as an JaIX was valid. Aharon explained why the nxbn was burned,: N7 MIX NIRIPNI — now that such things befell
me (my sons’ deaths, making me an |aIx), if | would eat the nxbn, would Hashem approve? Although Moshe was
explicitly instructed they could eat that day’s korbanos as DIN, perhaps that was only nuw 'wTpa — regarding that
time’s korbanos (of the inaugural ceremony), but not for nNIT 'wTp — korbanos for all generations (i.e., the wx1 1w
wTIn), which should be prohibited based on a kal vachomer from maaser sheni.

2. Rebbe Yehudah and Rebbe Shimon: naawi nxniv nan

Rebbe Yehudah and Rebbe Shimon disagree with Rebbe Nechemiah, and say: no1wi nxniv 1an — [the w1 1wy
wTIN] was burned because of tumah it contracted. According to them, a similar exchange took place between Moshe
and Aharon, but then Moshe asked if perhaps, because of their anguish, they were negligent in guarding the nxon
from tumah. To this, Aharon replied: 712'va "IN 72 nwn — “Moshe! Is this how | am in your eyes, DMWY 'WTp NTAN IRY
— that | would disgrace Heavenly korbanos?! W78l NN 17'9N1 NN MIX NIXIPNI- ‘Now that such things befell me,”
meaning even if these things and more things like them would occur to me, | would not disgrace o'mw 'wTp!” Aharon
then explained why the nxbn was not eaten: although Moshe was told they could eat it while nmaiIx, perhaps that
was only that night, but during the day, it was prohibited, based on a kal vachomer from maaser sheni. This delay
until night caused the nxvN to accidentally become tamei. According to all Tannaim, the story concludes that
“Moshe heard and he approved,” meaning he admitted Aharon was right, and munw X% 1017 nwn wia N7 — he was
not ashamed of his mistake to say, “I never heard this distinction,” 'mnawi munw 1K NN — rather, he said, “I heard
it, but | forgot it.”

3. When did on1'a become a Kohen?

Rebbe Yehudah and Rebbe Shimon asked Rebbe Nechemiah (among other questions), why would the nxvn be
burned because they were D121 and could not eat it, since DN1'a was also a Kohen and was not an [2IX? The
Gemara answers that he holds like Rebbe Elazar, who said: 17 nnw Tu ©N2'a [N2N1 X2 — Pinchas did not become a
Kohen until he killed Zimri, as the passuk says afterwards: D71V N3N N2 INMNKR 1WT2112 NNt — it shall be for him
and offspring after him a covenant of eternal priesthood (implying he was not a Kohen beforehand). Thus, he was
not a Kohen at the time of this incident. Rav Ashi says Pinchas did not become a Kohen D'vawn |2 DI%Y DWW TU —
until he made peace among the shevatim in the days of Yehoshua, when he prevented a war over suspected idolatry.
Rav Ashi explains that the earlier passuk was merely a blessing informing him that his descendants would be
Kohanim, but he did not yet become a Kohen. According to Rebbe Elazar, the passuk in uwint refers to Pinchas there
as “Pinchas the Kohen” mnx 111 0N — to attribute his descendants to him, meaning that future 0212 0'ana would
be from his offspring.

Siman — Bird caller going “caw-caw”

At the monthly Kohen bird calling meet where one group practiced the JaIx call to commemorate why the 1w
wTn WX was burnt at the Mishkan’s inauguration, and another answered with the 8nv call, a man named Pinchas
stood alone dreaming of the day he would become a Kohen.
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At the monthly Kohen bird calling meet where one group practiced the |2IN call to commemorate why the wx1 1w
wTN was burnt at the Mishkan’s inauguration, and another answered with thexnv call, a man named Pinchas stood

alone dreaming of the day he would become a Kohen.
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